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where Baldwin of Boulogne and Tancred left the main army,
crossed the Taurus range into Cilicia, and occupied Tarsus.
After a sharp quarrel with Tancred over the possession of the
city, followed by" a reconciliation and further conquests,
Baldwin rejoined the main body, only to leave it again in
October 1097 for Armenia, and eventually to become the
adopted heir of the Armenian prince Thoros and the
founder of the Prankish County of Edessa.1 For the march
from Heraclea through Lesser Armenia the Gesta Francomm
is an admirable guide.2 By October 21,1098, the first stage
of the Crusade ended with the appearance of Bohemund's
army before the ' royal city J of Antioch.
The siege of Antioch is the central event of the First
Crusade and its importance is fully recognized by the
Anonymous, who devotes four out of the eight sections of
his book to its history. A battle marks the close of each
of these sections : El-Bara, on New Year's Eve, December
31,1097, when the Turks were defeated by Bohemund and
Robert of Flanders; the battle of the Lake of Antioch,
on Shrove Tuesday, February 9, 1098, between the Franks
and Ridwan of Aleppo and his allies; the battle of March 6,
1098, ending in the victory of Bohemund and Raymond
of Toulouse over the Turks of Antioch after the expedi-
tion, to St. Simeon's Port, and finally the great victory
over Kerboga on June 28,1098.
The city of Antioch, almost impregnable with its splendid
fortifications, its walls, its * 450 towers'3 and its citadel,
was held by Yagi Sian (Cassianus), the Turkish Emir and
commander. Bohemund won the Iron Bridge to the east of
the city and encamped outside the East Gate, or Gate of
St. Paul.4 The other Crusading leaders took up positions on
1 Fulcher of Chartres. Cf. Hagenmeyer, Chron. de la Prem, Crois.t
pp. 101, 102, 103, 122, 123, 129, 130.
*  Cf. Notes, p. no seq.                        3 Gesta Franc., c. xxxii.
*  Cf. Notes, p. 113 seq.   Cf. plan of Antioch, Oman, op. cit., vol. i.
Plates vii, viii.